
High School Students Gather for the Orlando 
Young Women in Leadership Symposium

The 2012 Young Women’s Leadership 
Symposium was held in Orlando 
on Saturday, February 11, at Nova 
Southeastern University. Over two dozen 
local female high-school students gathered 
to learn how to shape their futures for the 
better. The conference’s theme was “Every 
Life Has Its Story…What Do You Want 
Your Story To Be?” 

“Our goal was to show young women 
that they can alter the path they’re on and 
achieve the goals that might seem out of 
their reach,” said Dennis Kennedy, the 
Founder & CEO of the National Diversity 
Council. 

The conference opened with an 
opportunity for the young women 
to register for a Student & Mentor 
program, followed by a Student & Mentor 
Roundtable. The Roundtable was a session 
designed to allow students to informally 
discuss career paths and interact with 
mentors across industries.

Gina Otto – award-winning author, 
international speaker, producer, social 
entrepreneur, and children’s advocate 
– gave her keynote speech regarding 
“Rewriting Your Story.” Her address 
centered on young women seeking self-
fulfillment and empowerment to become 
what they choose to be, regardless of the 
expectations placed on them by others.  
Ms. Otto encouraged the conference 
attendees to break free of the pressures that 
exist in today’s society.

Following the keynote, the students 
went to workshops designed to guide 
them in pursuing leadership roles. The 
first workshop, “Understanding and 
Building Your Personal Brand,” was lead 
by Emily Ingram, Senior Vice President of 
Organizational Effectiveness at Wyndham 
Vacation Ownership. Ms. Ingram spoke 
to the assembly about recognizing and 
utilizing the traits that give an advantage 
over competition.

The second workshop was lead by 

Alexander Hernandez and 
Deana Lewis, the Vice 
President and First Vice 
President at SunTrust Bank. 
Mr. Hernandez’s and Ms. 
Lewis’s discussion, “Financial 
Literacy,” included suggestions 
on making sound financial 
decisions and creating a solid 
foundation for their financial 
futures.

After the workshop sessions, 
the Executive Panel Discussion 

was held. The session was presided over by 
Sybil Crum, Director of Travel Industry 
Marketing at Disney Destinations;  Joyce 
Odongo, Vice President of Community 
Development at Fifth Third Bank; Diana 
Bolivar Vice President at the Metro 
Orlando Hispanic Chamber of Commerce; 
and Diane Meiller, Owner of Diane Meiller 
and Associates. These accomplished 
businesswomen discussed how each young 
woman could rewrite their stories to 
increase their confidence and follow their 
dreams.  

The Young Women’s Leadership 
Symposium was a free event offered to 
female high-school students by the Florida 
Diversity Council, in conjunction with 
Wyndham Vacation Ownership, Nova 
Southeastern University, Brandon S. Perry, 
McCoy Federal, Cindy Miller Test Prep 
& Tutoring, Diane Meiller and Associates, 
Fracassi and Associates, and ARMSRx.
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