
Professionals Mentor the Young Men of the 
Florida Diversity Council’s MOVE Conference

On August 11, 2012, the Florida 
Diversity Council held its inaugural 
Men of Vision and Excellence 
(MOVE) Conference in Naples, 
FL at The Ritz Carlton Hotel. The 
MOVE conference was developed 
to address the various issues 
that high school, college, and 
young professional males face in 
a contemporary society such as, 
completing and excelling in high 
school and college, preparing 
and excelling in the workplace, 
and becoming leaders in the 
community.

“The MOVE Conference creates 
an environment that invites young 
men, professionals, and mentors 
to come together and engage in 
dialogue about the challenges they 
face in the community. We wanted 
to encourage the young males 
to excel in school and position 
themselves to become leaders 

in their community and in their 
workplace,” said Dennis Kennedy, 
Founder and CEO of National 
Diversity Council, who also served 
as the keynote speaker for the 
event. 

The conference began with opening 
remarks and announcements 
followed by breakout sessions 
in which the young men were 
divided into three groups, Young 
Professionals, College Students, 
and High School Students. Each 
session consisted of a diverse 
group of professionals who 
mentored the young men on topics 
such as, “Straight Talk”, “Time 
Management”, “Setting Goals”, 
“STEM-Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math”, 
“Balancing Work and School”, and 
“Communication Skills”, amongst 
others. Following the breakout 
sessions, lunch was served.

After lunch, the attendees sat 
quietly as the keynote speaker, 
Dennis Kennedy, expressed the 
importance of how diversity has 
become more apparent in today’s 
society. Kennedy also expressed 
the importance of how different 
cultural segments, organizations, 
and industries must continue to 
work together in order to form a 
strong, cohesive community. An 
executive panel of professionals 
then shared their professional 
experiences to give the young men 
insight of their own personal and 
professional growth. 

The Florida Diversity Council 
would like to thank all of its 
panelists, speakers, and sponsors 
for helping make the MOVE 
Conference a rousing success.

Dennis Kennedy and the young men of MOVE


